
TABASCO

State to get 5
bin less than
expected

TABASCO Officials
in Tabasco are ex
¦¦	pressingconcern
following the fed

be eral governments
^decision toallo

0AX cms cate 5 billion pe
« sos to thestate
next year instead

ofthe 17 billion pesos requested
However Gov Andres Granier Me

lo was optimistic Duringthese times
and with the economic situation ifs
good We ll be ok but we won t be
great

A large part of the state budget is
set to go toward flood mitigation proj
ects followingdtree consecutive years
ofsevere flooding in many parts ofthe
state Earlier this month floods had af
fected more than 200 000 people

National Water Commission Co
nagua authorities said Monday that
flooding in 2007 had prompted new
ways to plan water and flood mitiga
tion infrastructure

Raul Saavedra Horita the director
of the Southern Border Water Basin

Agency said that diversion canals and
walls alongside La Sierra and Grijalva
rivers in the capital city ofVillahermo
sa have helped curb flooding as part

ofthe ComprehensiveWater Manage
ment Plan

The newplan is more efficient than
encapsulating rivers by digging ditch
es and makingmakeshiftwalls he said
and the El Censo and El Tintillo der
ivadon canals would help to naturally

reroute the rivers

In addition El Macayo Floodgate
will control up to 550 cubic meters per
second of the capital s Carrizal River
Saavedra said

However a complementary struc
ture on the margin of the 8oodgate
is set to be finished within two years
Once finished the project will pro
tect 650 000 Tabasco residents and
provide security to some 40 000 hect
ares offarmland

In November 1999 the Carrizal
River surpassed its capacity causing
the Penitas Reservoir to spill 2 000
cubic meters ofwater per second and
affect more than 300 000 people in

the state
Then PresidentErnesto Zedillo an

nounced the Water Management Plan
ofTabasco and Conagua allocated 530
million pesos to Gov Roberto Madra
zo ofimmediate fundingtobuild walls
improve drainage and dredge rivers

In 2003 the 2 billion peso

Comprehensive Flood Control Proj
ect PICI was created to revive flood
damaged land and use it for housing
industry and farming The federal gov
ernmentwas to contribute 72 percent
and the state would pay for the rest

Flooding in 2007 made it clear
that the PICI was inefficient Outgo
ing Gov Manuel Andrade circulat
ed a letter stating that according to

him Conagua didn t provide enough
funding

Now Nllahermosa Mayor Evaristo
Hernandez Cruz is saying that the PI
CI s reincarnation the so called Com
prehensive Water Management Plan
should focus on dredgingand desilting
the capitals rivers because buildingki
lometers ofwalls isn t a total solution
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